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of any period of engagement, they are free to go back
to ordinary life.
I cannot say that I am very fond of monks and nuns
•and monasteries and convents, but then I don't know
very much about .them. I realize that they do a tre-
mendous amount of good, and that they are very
honest, hardworking, sincere and frugal persons; also
that everyone has a right to live their lives in whatever
way they choose, so long as they harm no one else—
but—and here is my objection, though, mind you, I
speak as a layman—I can realise what a hell it must
be if one of these folks at, say, the age of thirty-five,
wishes to leave the cloister.
I know that they are as free as air to walk out if
they wish to do so, that no Order would think of
retaining a member who had grown dissatisfied. These
tales of *' escaped " monks and nuns axe just so much
nonsense—concocted by stunting journalists. There
is no need for any dramatic escape—they could leave
by the front door if they chose. No one, at least not
in Britain, can detain people against their will. That
is not what I mean at all. The fact is that they are
not free—they are bound by far stronger chains—their
vows. Of course they can obtain a dispensation from
them, but there are few who will face the mental
agony of the process through which they must go, or
endure weeks of ostracism and exhortation whilst the
dispensation is being obtained.
A dissatisfied thirty-to-forty year old monk or nun,
and I do not think that there are very many of them,
must be one of the most tragic people on earth. Think
of it—put yourself in the place of such a woman.

